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This weeks Lectionary Readings:  

Acts 3:12-19  Psalm 4  1 John 3:1-7  Luke 24:36b-48 

Acknowledgment of Country 


This land is God’s land and God’s Spirit dwells here. We acknowledge the 
Gadigal clan of the Eora nation, traditional custodians of this land with 

God. We commit ourselves to working for reconciliation and justice for all.


— A Silent Collect — 




Lighting the Christ light.   

Christ is the light to the world. 


And the darkness has not over come it.  

Call to Worship  

God,

As we join in spirit and in the memory of the Son. 


Open our eyes, 

Open our minds, 


And open our hearts

So that we know your presence as you reveal yourself to us. 


Song/Hymn: Sing out Earth and Skies  
Verse 1 

Come, O God of all the earth; 

come to us, O Righteous One. 

Come and bring our love to birth; 

in the glory of your Son.


Verse 2 
Come, O God of wind and flame; 

fill the earth with righteousness. 

Teach us all to sing your name; 

may our lives your love confess.


Verse 3 
Come, O God of flashing light; 

twinkling star and burning sun. 

God of day and God of night; 

in your light we all are one.


Verse 4 
Come, O God of snow and rain; 

shower down upon the earth. 

Come, O God of joy and pain; 

God of sorrow, God of mirth.


Verse 5 
Come, O Justice, come, O Peace; 

come and shape our hearts anew. 

Come and make oppression 
cease; 

bring us all to life in you.	 	 	 	
	 	 Words and music: Marty Haugen  

  

Chorus 

Sing out, earth and skies! 
Sing of the God who loves you. 
Raise your joyful cries, 



Prayer of Confession and Thanksgiving 

God, there are so many reasons why sometimes we get it wrong. 

Sometimes we just don’t know what to do. 

Sometimes we misunderstand the situation.


Sometimes we haven’t taken the time to look around and see

What was in plain sight, and to think about anything or anyone but 

ourselves. 


For our inaction, for our thoughtlessness, for our mistakes, 

We ask your mercy and your grace. 


Amen.

Words of Assurance 

No matter our choices, no matter the rightness or wrongness of our 
actions, we are never separated from the love of God. This is Easter’s 

assurance, 


We are forgiven.

Thanks be to God.  

We pray thanks;  

We give thanks for gardening and playing, 

Dancing and praying, 

Cooking and cleaning, 


Doing homework and marking. 

We give thanks when we are in the care, at the table, 


In the shower and in the shops. 

When we are walking and riding and swimming and running. 


For when we stumble, and when we fly, 

When we laugh and when we cry, 


We know the love that you have given us, 

And we give thanks that we are your children. 




The Liturgy of the Word  

All Age Conversation (Children’s message)  

Readings:  
Luke 24:36-48 and Acts 3:12-19
Luke 24: Early on the first day (Sunday) a group of women visited the tomb where Jesus’ 
body had been placed after his crucifixion. They found the stone rolled away, and empty 
cave, and two men in shining clothes who told them Jesus was no longer dead. The women 
ran to tell the other disciples what they had seen and heard. Later that same day two 
followers were travelling from Jerusalem to Emmaus, discussing the things they had been 
hearing from the women, and from Peter who also ran to the tomb after listening to the 
women’s story. Jesus came and walked with them, however they didn’t recognise him until he 
broke bread with them. They immediately ran back to Jerusalem to tell the other disciples — 
“We have seen the Lord!” Our reading picks up the story from there.

Luke 24:36-48


New Revised Standard Version


36 While they were talking about this, Jesus himself stood among them and said to them, 
“Peace be with you.”[a] 37 They were startled and terrified, and thought that they were seeing 
a ghost. 38 He said to them, “Why are you frightened, and why do doubts arise in your 
hearts? 39 Look at my hands and my feet; see that it is I myself. Touch me and see; for a 
ghost does not have flesh and bones as you see that I have.” 40 And when he had said this, 
he showed them his hands and his feet.[b] 41 While in their joy they were disbelieving and still 
wondering, he said to them, “Have you anything here to eat?” 42 They gave him a piece of 
broiled fish, 43 and he took it and ate in their presence.

44 Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you—
that everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be 
fulfilled.” 45 Then he opened their minds to understand the scriptures, 46 and he said to 
them, “Thus it is written, that the Messiah[c] is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third 
day, 47 and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all 
nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 48 You are witnesses[d] of these things.


	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 …


Acts 3: The Church is in its infancy. Jesus had died, risen, and ascended to heaven, leaving 
his followers to carry on the work he had begun. After receiving the gift of the Holy Spirit, 
there was no holding them back! Confronted by a man who had been born lame, Peter and 
John are moved with compassion — the same compassion Jesus felt when people came to 



him for healing — and they reached out and healed him in Jesus’ name. The crowd who saw 
what had happened began to make assumptions… and accusations.

Acts 3:12-19


New Revised Standard Version


12 When Peter saw it, he addressed the people, “You Israelites,[a] why do you wonder at this, 
or why do you stare at us, as though by our own power or piety we had made him walk? 
13 The God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, the God of our ancestors 
has glorified his servant[b] Jesus, whom you handed over and rejected in the presence of 
Pilate, though he had decided to release him. 14 But you rejected the Holy and Righteous 
One and asked to have a murderer given to you, 15 and you killed the Author of life, whom 
God raised from the dead. To this we are witnesses. 16 And by faith in his name, his name 
itself has made this man strong, whom you see and know; and the faith that is through 
Jesus[c] has given him this perfect health in the presence of all of you.

17 “And now, friends,[d] I know that you acted in ignorance, as did also your rulers. 18 In this 
way God fulfilled what he had foretold through all the prophets, that his Messiah[e] would 
suffer. 19 Repent therefore, and turn to God so that your sins may be wiped out,


…
In this we hear the Word of God.  
Thanks be to God.  

Sermon 

…


Hymn: Give thanks  

Give thanks with a grateful heart 
Give thanks to the Holy One 
Give thanks because He's given Jesus Christ, His Son 

And now let the weak say, "I am strong" 
Let the poor say, "I am rich 
Because of what the Lord has done for us" 

… 



Prayers of the People. 

Risen Christ, 

We bring to your our prayers for others, your church and your world. 


….


In your mercy, 

Hear our prayer.  

…


Open our eyes, heal broken hearts and spirits, 

Teach us how to feed the hungry and provide shelter to those in need, 


How to speak words of peace, and offer hope. 

In all that we do and all that we say. 


Amen. 


Notices & Offering  

Living Spirit, be companion to these gifts as we send them not heir way, may 
they be a revelation of the goodness of God to all who receive them. 


Amen. 

Hymn: 

Christ be our light  
1.Longing for light, we wait in darkness 
Longing for truth, we turn to You. 
Make us Your own, Your holy people 
Light for the world to see. 

Christ, be our light! 
Shine in our hearts. 
Shine through the darkness. 
Christ, be our light! 
Shine in Your church gathered today. 

2.Longing for peace, our world is troubled 
Longing for hope, many despair. 
Your word alone has pow'r to save us. 
Make us your living voice. 

3.Longing for food, many are hungry 
Longing for water, many still thirst. 
Make us Your bread, broken for others 
Shared until all are fed. 

4.Longing for shelter, many are homeless 
Longing for warmth, many are cold. 
Make us Your building, sheltering others 
Walls made of living stone. 

4.Many the gifts, many the people 
Many the hearts that yearn to belong. 
Let us be servants to one another 
Making Your kingdom come 



The Sending forth of the people of God  

Commissioning and Blessing  

We are God’s children,  
Forgiven, loved and blessed,  

Sent that we might be bearers of hope and joy in the world.  

May the love of God enfold you,  
The presence of Christ surprise you,  

And the breath of the Spirit give you joy.  

The peace of the Lord be with you.  
And also with you. 
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