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Acknowledgment of Country 


This land is God’s land and God’s Spirit dwells here. We acknowledge 
the Gadigal clan of the Eora nation, traditional custodians of this land 
with God. We commit ourselves to working toward reconciliation and 

justice for all people and all creation.


- Collect in silence -




Lighting the Christ light.   
CHRIST is risen!  

Christ is risen indeed!  

Christ is risen!


Christ is risen indeed!  

Hallelujah! Christ is Risen


Christ is risen indeed. 

Call to Worship 
God of all, 


As the sun rose on Easter morning

You intervened in the world 


And disrupted our assumptions about what life can be.

What was known, was reassessed, 


What was understood was challenged and changed, 

What was broken was remade. 


The way of the world was rerouted, 

And we, your people were set on a new path.


On this morning, which holds the promise of your eternal grace, 

Be with us in worship, 


Be with us in our questioning, 

Be with us in our doubt, and in our joy. 


Welcome 
Welcome to Balmain Uniting Church.




Song/Hymn: See I make all things new (AOVII7) 
Refrain 

See, I a make all things new, 

New as night turns to morning. 


The Spirit is calling: I’m with you;

I make all things new. 


1.The rivers are bursting with life, 

The stars in the night sky sing praise. 


Come to me in joy;

Come to me in song.

All of creation rejoice! 


2.Trust in the promise of life;

Colour the earth with my love. 


Come to me in joy;

Come to me song.


Open your hearts rejoice!  

Prayer of Confession and Thanksgiving 
Living God, this is a day full of the extraordinary, 


Yet extraordinary things are hard to grasp.

When the amazement of God’s Easter moment

Immobilises us and leaves us dumbfounded:


Be with us.  
When we are afraid that the tomb empty is an ending not a beginning:


Forgive us.  
When the terror of stepping into the unimaginable stops us from 

moving ahead into this miracle of grace:

Gently urge us on.  

Hold us in the hope and wonder of that first Easter,

But remind us of all that we have learnt since. 


Because in you, everyday is a new Easter, a new resurrection, and a 
new hope. 


Amen. 


Words of Assurance 

There are so many promises give on this day, 




About empty tombs, about the endless possibilities, about 
stones being rolled out of our way and the possibility of 

open hearts and minds to something new. Let us 
remember the simple, but extraordinary release in the 

words Christ said… 

We are forgiven.


Thanks be to God.  

God of new life, and new hope, 

Hear our joyful hearts, beating with all the rest of your 

church, and your people here in this place and all over the 
globe. 


We join with the wondrous song of all creation, flood banks 
after wet season, forests after fires, great rocks in remote 

outback Australia streaming with the extraordinary 
waterfalls. 


We join with all creatures, great and small.

We join our song with the great many who have sang 

before us, who have woven your stories into our hearts 
and communities. 


We join ourselves into the endless song of thanks for the 
great love that you have shown to us. For the simplicity of 
looking to our left and to our right, at the wondrous gifts 
gathered here, every person a story of resurrection and 
hope. We give you thanks for the impossible moments, 

which somehow became possible. And we give you thanks 
for the little spark of hope, when everything else seems 

lost. 

Thank you God. 


In you we pray always. 




Amen.  


The Liturgy of the Word  

Symbols  

Readings:  

Mark 16:1-8	 New Revised Standard Version

16 When the sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of 
James, and Salome bought spices, so that they might go and anoint him. 
2 And very early on the first day of the week, when the sun had risen, they 
went to the tomb. 3 They had been saying to one another, “Who will roll 
away the stone for us from the entrance to the tomb?” 4 When they 
looked up, they saw that the stone, which was very large, had already 
been rolled back. 5 As they entered the tomb, they saw a young man, 
dressed in a white robe, sitting on the right side; and they were alarmed. 
6 But he said to them, “Do not be alarmed; you are looking for Jesus of 
Nazareth, who was crucified. He has been raised; he is not here. Look, 
there is the place they laid him. 7 But go, tell his disciples and Peter that 
he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him, just as he told 
you.” 8 So they went out and fled from the tomb, for terror and 
amazement had seized them; and they said nothing to anyone, for they 
were afraid.[a]


In this we hear the Word of God.  
Thanks be to God. - Amen.  

Sermon 



Grace, peace and mercy are yours from God Triune - Creator Son and 
Spirit forever. 


Amen 


Song/hymn: O Lord my God, when I in awesome wonder TIS155 
1.O Lord my God, when I in awesome wonder


Consider all the works thy hand has made,

I see the stars, I hear the mighty thunder, 


Thy power throughout the universe displayed:


Then sings my soul, my Saviour God, to thee, 
How great thou art, how great thou art! 

Then sings my soul, my Saviour God, to thee, 
How great thou art, how great thou art! 

2.When through the woods and forest glades I wander,

And hear the birds sing sweetly in the trees;


When I look down from lofty mountain grandeur,

And hear the brook, and feel the gentle breeze;


3.But when I think that God, his Son not sparing,

Sent him to die - I scarce can take it in


That on the cross, our burden gladly bearing, 

He bled and died to take away our sin. 


4.When Christ shall come with shout of acclamation

And take me home - what joy shall fill my heart!


Then shall I bow in humble adoration 

And there proclaim: My God, how great thou art! 

Prayers of the People. 
Redeemer Christ, 


We know that Easter is not about a singular person, 

Or a group of people that lived long ago, 


We know that your story is still echoing throughout the world, 




And so we turn our attention to the areas and people of our world who 
need your resurrection hope, healing and grace, in our prayers for others. 


God of Love, 

Hear our prayer.  

… 


As we know compassion, 

May we act compassionately.  

As our lives are restored;

May we be agents of restoration and reconciliation,  

As we embrace grace and peace, 

May we be bearers of that grace and that peace.  

God of Love. 

Hear our prayer.  

amen.  

Song/hymn: We are Called AOVII60 

Come! Live in the light! 

Shine with the joy and

The love of the Lord! 


We are called

To be light for the kingdom, 


To live in the freedom 

Of the city of God!


Refrain 
We are called to act with justice, 

We are called to love tenderly 
We are called to serve one another, 

To walk humbly with God!  

Come! Open your heart!

Show your mercy

To all those in fear! 


We are called

To be hope for the hopeless

So all hatred and blindness


Will be no more!


Sing! Sing a new song!

Sing of that great day 

When all will be one! 


God will reign, 

And we’ll walk with each other


As sisters and brothers

United in love!  



The Sending forth of the people of God  

 The stone is rolled away, the grave clothes are strewn in 
an empty tomb. Christ is risen!  

Christ is risen indeed.  

Commissioning and Blessing  

Go in the name of the Creator, 

The resurrected One, 


And the Spirit. 


The peace of the the Lord be with you;

And also with you.  
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