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This weeks Lectionary Readings:  
1 Samuel 8:4-11 
(12-15), 16-20 

(11:14-15) 

Psalm 138 2 Corinthians 
4:13-5:1 

Mark 3:20-35 



Acknowledgment of Country  

This land is God’s land and God’s Spirit dwells here. We acknowledge the 
Gadigal clan of the Eora nation, traditional custodians of this land with 

God. We commit ourselves to working for reconciliation and justice for all 
people and all creation. 


Let us collect in silence. 
— A Silent Collect — 

Lighting the Christ light.   

Christ is the light to the world. 


And the darkness has not over come it. 

Call to Worship 

Come Spirit of grace, 

Settle in with us today 


Open our hearts to your words of encouragement and faith, 

And build within us an attitude for gratitude, 


That will prepare us for our calling in the world. 

Amen. 


Song/Hymn: Here in this Place Tis 474 
Here in this place new light is streaming, 


Now is the darkness vanished away,

See ion this space, our fears and our dreaming, 


Brought here to you in the light of this day, 


Gather us in, the lost and forsaken;

Gather us in, the blind and lame;




Calls to us now, and we shall awaken

We shall arise at the sound of our name. 


We are the young, our lives are a mystery;

We are the old, who yearn for your face;


We have been sung throughout all of history, 

Called to be light to the whole human race. 


Gather us in, the rich and the haughty;

Gather us in, the proud and the strong;

Give us a heart so meek and so lowly,

Give us the courage to enter the song. 


Here we will take the wine and the water, 

Here we will take the bread of new birth, 


Here you shall call your sons and your daughters, 

Call us to anew to be salt of the earth. 


Give us to drink the wine of compassion, 

Give us to eat the bread that is you;


Nourish us well, and teach us to fashion

Lives that are holy and hearts that are true. 


Not in the dark of buildings confounding, 

Not in some heaven light years away, 


But here in this space, the new light is shining, 

Now is the kingdom, now is the day. 


Gather us in, and hold us forever, 

Gather us in, and make us your own;


Gather us in, all peoples to gather

Fire of love in our flesh and our bone.  

Prayer of Confession and Thanksgiving 

Perhaps we are never really ready for you, gracious God. 

Forgive us, as we fumble with materials, 




As we fumble with decisions, 

As we do the day to day, 


And miss the opportunity to hear your voice in others.


God help us forgive those 

Who have fumbled and not heard us. 


When we feel dropped, not heard or disregarded. 


God in your mercy, 

Hear our prayer for forgiveness and healing. 


Amen. 

Words of Assurance 

The love of God is always on offer to us, even though this is an idea that 
is at the edges of our understanding.


God has already released us from our sins. 

We are called to live out our forgiveness. 


Thanks be to God.  

We pray thanks;  
For what do we give thanks?  

God we give thanks with our whole hearts, 

Before all things, and with all things we sing praise to you. 


Your love is steadfast 

And your faithfulness will never fail. 


When we call you answer, 

And you strengthen our will and restore our soul. 


Your purpose for us is to know and dwell in you’re steadfast love, 

A love that endures forever, 


You will never forsake your handiwork. 

And so we give you thanks. 




Amen 

(Adapted from Psalm 138) 


Hymn / Song: I danced in the morning  TIS 242 
I danced in the morning when the world was begun,

And I danced in the moon and the stars and the sun,


And I came down from heaven and I danced on the earth:

At Bethlehem I had my birth.


Dance, then, wherever you may be,

I am the Lord of the dance, said he,


And I'll lead you all, wherever you may be,

And I'll lead you all in the dance, said he.


I danced for the scribe and the Pharisee,

But they would not dance and they wouldn't follow me;


I danced for the fishermen, for James and John;

They came with me and the dance went on:


Dance, then, wherever you may be,

I am the Lord of the dance, said he,


And I'll lead you all, wherever you may be,

And I'll lead you all in the dance, said he.


I danced on the Sabbath and I cured the lame:

The holy people said it was a shame.


They whipped and they stripped and they hung me on high,

And they left me there on a cross to die:


Dance, then, wherever you may be,

I am the Lord of the dance, said he,


And I'll lead you all, wherever you may be,

And I'll lead you all in the dance, said he.


I danced on a Friday when the sky turned black;

It's hard to dance with the devil on your back.


They buried my body and they thought I'd gone;

But I am the dance, and I still go on:




Dance, then, wherever you may be,

I am the Lord of the dance, said he,


And I'll lead you all, wherever you may be,

And I'll lead you all in the dance, said he.


They cut me down and I leapt up high;

I am the life that'll never, never die.


I'll live in you if you'll live in me:

I am the Lord of the dance, said he.


Dance, then, wherever you may be,

I am the Lord of the dance, said he,


And I'll lead you all, wherever you may be,

And I'll lead you all in the dance, said he. 

The Liturgy of the Word  

All Age Conversation 

Reading:  

1 Samuel 8:4-20, 11:14-15 
4 Then all the elders of Israel gathered together and came to Samuel at Ramah, 5 and said to 
him, “You are old and your sons do not follow in your ways; appoint for us, then, a king to 
govern us, like other nations.” 6 But the thing displeased Samuel when they said, “Give us a 
king to govern us.” Samuel prayed to the Lord, 7 and the Lord said to Samuel, “Listen to the 
voice of the people in all that they say to you; for they have not rejected you, but they have 
rejected me from being king over them. 8 Just as they have done to me,[a] from the day I 
brought them up out of Egypt to this day, forsaking me and serving other gods, so also they 
are doing to you. 9 Now then, listen to their voice; only—you shall solemnly warn them, and 
show them the ways of the king who shall reign over them.”

10 So Samuel reported all the words of the Lord to the people who were asking him for a 
king. 11 He said, “These will be the ways of the king who will reign over you: he will take your 
sons and appoint them to his chariots and to be his horsemen, and to run before his 
chariots; 12 and he will appoint for himself commanders of thousands and commanders of 
fifties, and some to plow his ground and to reap his harvest, and to make his implements of 
war and the equipment of his chariots. 13 He will take your daughters to be perfumers and 
cooks and bakers. 14 He will take the best of your fields and vineyards and olive orchards 
and give them to his courtiers. 15 He will take one-tenth of your grain and of your vineyards 
and give it to his officers and his courtiers. 16 He will take your male and female slaves, and 
the best of your cattle[b] and donkeys, and put them to his work. 17 He will take one-tenth of 



your flocks, and you shall be his slaves. 18 And in that day you will cry out because of your 
king, whom you have chosen for yourselves; but the Lord will not answer you in that day.”


19 But the people refused to listen to the voice of Samuel; they said, “No! but we are 
determined to have a king over us, 

11:14-15 
14 Samuel said to the people, “Come, let us go to Gilgal and there renew the kingship.” 15 So 
all the people went to Gilgal, and there they made Saul king before the Lord in Gilgal. There 
they sacrificed offerings of well-being before the Lord, and there Saul and all the Israelites 
rejoiced greatly.


Mark 3:20-35 
20 and the crowd came together again, so that they could not even eat. 21 When his family 
heard it, they went out to restrain him, for people were saying, “He has gone out of his 
mind.” 22 And the scribes who came down from Jerusalem said, “He has Beelzebul, and by 
the ruler of the demons he casts out demons.” 23 And he called them to him, and spoke to 
them in parables, “How can Satan cast out Satan? 24 If a kingdom is divided against itself, 
that kingdom cannot stand. 25 And if a house is divided against itself, that house will not be 
able to stand. 26 And if Satan has risen up against himself and is divided, he cannot stand, 
but his end has come. 27 But no one can enter a strong man’s house and plunder his 
property without first tying up the strong man; then indeed the house can be plundered.

28 “Truly I tell you, people will be forgiven for their sins and whatever blasphemies they utter; 
29 but whoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit can never have forgiveness, but is guilty 
of an eternal sin”— 30 for they had said, “He has an unclean spirit.”


31 Then his mother and his brothers came; and standing outside, they sent to him and called 
him. 32 A crowd was sitting around him; and they said to him, “Your mother and your 
brothers and sisters[a] are outside, asking for you.” 33 And he replied, “Who are my mother 
and my brothers?” 34 And looking at those who sat around him, he said, “Here are my 
mother and my brothers! 35 Whoever does the will of God is my brother and sister and 
mother.”


In this we hear the Word of God. 

Thanks be to God.  

Sermon 

Grace, peace and mercy are yours from the triune God, Creator, Christ and 
companion forever. Amen.  

Hymn/ Song: Lord, Let me see 

Lord let me see, see more and more, 

See the Beaty of a person, not the colour of the skin, 


See the faces of the homeless with no-one to take them in, 




See discouragement because she’ll never win;

See the face of our Lord in the pain;


Lord let me see. 


Lord let me hear, hear more and more, 

Hear the sounds of great rejoicing, hear a person barely sigh;

Hear the ring of truth, and hollowness of those who live a lie;


Hear the wail of starving people who will die;

Hear the voice of our Lord in the cry;


Lord let me hear. 


Lord let me care, care more and more, 

Care for those who feel the loneliness, for those who have no say.

Care for friends who have no job and find it hard to face the day


Care for those with whom we sing and work and pray;

And in care Jesus Christ will be found. 


Lord let me care. 


Lord let me learn, learn more and more, 

Learn that what I know is just a speck of what there is to know;


Learn from listening to my neighbour when I’d rather speak and go;

Learn that as we live in faith and trust we grow;


Learn to see, hear and care, with out Lord;

Lord let me learn. 


Lord let me love, love more and more, 

Love the loveless and the fragile, help them be what they can be, 


Love the way that I would like them to be looking after me;

For to know you is to love them and be free, 


And in love Jesus Christ will be found;

Lord let me love. 

Prayers of the People. 

God of the trinity, lover of the world, 

We commit our prayers for others, your world and ourselves today. 




….


In your mercy, 

Hear our prayer.  

…


Open our eyes,

 heal broken hearts and spirits, 


teach us how to feed the hungry and provide shelter to those in need, 

how to speak words of peace, and offer hope. 


in all that we do and all that we say. 


Amen. 


Notices & Offering  

Hymn/Song: See I make all things new  
Refrain


See, I make all things new

New as night turns to morning


The Spirit is calling

I’m with you


I make all things new


Verse 1

The rivers are bursting with life


The stars in the night sky sing praise

Come to me in joy


Come to me in song

All of creation rejoice!


Refrain


Verse 2

Trust in the promise of life


Colour the earth with my love

Come to me in joy


Come to me in song




Open your hearts rejoice!

Refrain


Prayers over the offering  

Spirit of love,

Let the goodwill with which we give these gifts remain with them as they 

make their way to places and people that will receive them. May they, may 
we, be a force for good. 


Amen.

The Sending forth of the people of God  

Commissioning and Blessing  

We are God’s children, 

Forgiven, loved and blessed, 


Sent that we might be bearers of hope and joy in the world. 


May the love of God enfold you,  
The presence of Christ surprise you,  

And the breath of the Spirit give you joy.  

The peace of the Lord be with you. 

And also with you.  

Amen 
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