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This weeks Lectionary Readings:  
Isaiah 6:1-8 Psalm 29 Romans 8:12-17 John 3:1-17 

Acknowledgment of Country 


This land is God’s land and God’s Spirit dwells here. We acknowledge the 
Gadigal clan of the Eora nation, traditional custodians of this land with 

God. We commit ourselves to working for reconciliation and justice for all.


Today we remember the apology made on behalf of Australia in February 
of 2008 as we locate ourselves in National reconciliation week. 




I move:
That today we honour the Indigenous peoples of this land, the oldest 

continuing cultures in human history.
We reflect on their past mistreatment.

We reflect in particular on the mistreatment of those who were Stolen 
Generations—this blemished chapter in our nation's history.

The time has now come for the nation to turn a new page in Australia's history 
by righting the wrongs of the past and so moving forward with confidence to 

the future.
We apologise for the laws and policies of successive Parliaments and 

governments that have inflicted profound grief, suffering and loss on these our 
fellow Australians.

We apologise especially for the removal of Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander children from their families, their communities and their country.

For the pain, suffering, and hurt of these Stolen Generations, their 
descendants and for their families left behind, we say sorry.

To the mothers and the fathers, the brothers and the sisters, for the breaking 
up of families and communities, we say sorry.

And for the indignity and degradation thus inflicted on a proud people and a 
proud culture, we say sorry.

We the Parliament of Australia respectfully request that this apology be 
received in the spirit in which it is offered as part of the healing of the nation.
For the future we take heart; resolving that this new page in the history of our 

great continent can now be written.
We today take this first step by acknowledging the past and laying claim to a 

future that embraces all Australians.
A future where this Parliament resolves that the injustices of the past must 

never, never happen again.
A future where we harness the determination of all Australians, Indigenous 

and non-Indigenous, to close the gap that lies between us in life expectancy, 
educational achievement, and economic opportunity.

A future where we embrace the possibility of new solutions to enduring 
problems where old approaches have failed.

A future based on mutual respect, mutual resolve and mutual responsibility.
A future where all Australians, whatever their origins, are truly equal partners, 

with equal opportunities and with an equal stake in shaping the next chapter in 
the history of this great country, Australia.

— Kevin Rudd, Prime Minister of Australia, 13 February 2008, at a sitting of 
the Parliament of Australia.



Let these promises fall upon God’s ears. Let these words unlock the hearts of 
those still stuck. Let our actions commit to reconciliation. 

Let us collect in silence. 
— A Silent Collect — 

Lighting the Christ light.   

Christ is the light to the world. 


And the darkness has not over come it.  

Call to Worship  

We have come to encounter. 

We have come in and settled to be unsettled. 


What will trigger our encounter?

What will shake us? 


The words of a song? The scripture?

The friend next to us? The silence or the prayer? 


However that encounter might happen, 

Let us acknowledge, that God…

The God who loves the world. 


Is already here.


Creator, Companion and friend.

On this trinity Sunday, 


We have come to be equiped as peace makers and justice seekers.

We have come to be renewed, and reborn in your living water. 


May it be so. 


Let us sing. 




Song/Hymn: Tis 253 

O Lord Jesus Marrkapmirr*

All the power belongs to you


Hold me by this power, O Lord, 

You alone are king. 


Now we praise you for your Word, 

Living, true and full of light. 


Yours the hands that rest on me: 

Hold me for all time. 


Aboriginal people of Anhem Land

*Marrkapmirr is a term of endearment , and means in this context 

‘ altogether lovely, and worthy of affection’ 


Prayer of Confession and Thanksgiving 

God,

We as a nation have forgotten your people. 


We confess that we live, breath and worship on land not borrowed or paid 
for, but taken. 


We confess that we have not lived out your love for all people. 

We confess that we have proclaimed the problem too big, or too out of 

our control to do more.


God we confess, 

That our community will only ever find strength in renewal, 


In all having access to health, education, life, and emancipation.

We acknowledge the wrongs done, and open our hearts to the possibility 

of the new alongside and with, 

Encouraging and acting, 

Befriending and loving. 


Hear our prayers, and open our hearts we pray. 




Words of Assurance 

The God who calls us into peace, sends us to create it. 

Let us love one another, 


Let us commit to one another. 

Let us listen and find space. 


Let us remember that in God, through Creator, Christ and Spirit

We can find forgiveness. 


Thanks be to God.  
Amen.  

We pray thanks;  

Praise to you our God. 

You are the source and origin of all things, 


All we see and all we cannot see. 

Thank you for life. Ours, and the people whom we are gifted with love. 


Praise to you Christ, flesh like our flesh, Word and Light. 

You provide us with the image, the footsteps and the way. 


You reassure us of the great love. 

Praise to you, Holy Spirit, wisdom and beloved friend. 


In you we find peace, and the strength to grow into people of grace and 
mercy. 


You are the God of the Trinity, 

In whom we find rest and refuge, 


In whom we are invited in, 

To remember all are sacred, included us. 

To remember all are loved, included us. 


Thank you God. 

Amen. 


The Liturgy of the Word  

All Age Conversation 

Reading:  



John 3:1-17 NRSV 
3 Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. 2 He came to Jesus[a] 
by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from God; 
for no one can do these signs that you do apart from the presence of God.” 3 Jesus 
answered him, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God without being born 
from above.”[b] 4 Nicodemus said to him, “How can anyone be born after having grown old? 
Can one enter a second time into the mother’s womb and be born?” 5 Jesus answered, 
“Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God without being born of water and 
Spirit. 6 What is born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit.[c] 7 Do not be 
astonished that I said to you, ‘You[d] must be born from above.’[e] 8 The wind[f] blows where it 
chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know where it comes from or where it 
goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” 9 Nicodemus said to him, “How can 
these things be?” 10 Jesus answered him, “Are you a teacher of Israel, and yet you do not 
understand these things?

11 “Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have seen; yet 
you[g] do not receive our testimony. 12 If I have told you about earthly things and you do not 
believe, how can you believe if I tell you about heavenly things? 13 No one has ascended 
into heaven except the one who descended from heaven, the Son of Man.[h] 14 And just as 
Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15 that 
whoever believes in him may have eternal life.[i]

16 “For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in 
him may not perish but may have eternal life.

17 “Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that 
the world might be saved through him.


Sermon 
Hymn: It is well  

Verse 1
When peace like a river attendeth my way
When sorrows like sea billows roll
Whatever my lot You have taught me to say
It is well it is well with my soul

Chorus 
It is well (it is well)
With my soul, (with my soul) 
It is well it is well with my soul

Verse 2
My sin oh the bliss of this glorious thought
My sin not in part but the whole

Is nailed to the cross and I bear it no more
Praise the Lord praise the Lord oh my soul

Chorus 
It is well (it is well)
With my soul, (with my soul )
It is well it is well with my soul

Verse 3
And Lord haste the day
When the faith shall be sight
The clouds be rolled back as a scroll
The trump shall resound and the Lord shall 
descend
Even so it is well with my soul  



Prayers of the People. 

God of the trinity, lover of the world, 

We commit our prayers for others, your world and ourselves today. 


….


In your mercy, 

Hear our prayer.  

…


Open our eyes,

 heal broken hearts and spirits, 


teach us how to feed the hungry and provide shelter to those in need, 

how to speak words of peace, and offer hope. 


in all that we do and all that we say. 


Amen. 


Notices & Offering  

Hymn: Great is your faithfulness TIS  

Great is your faithfulness, O God my Maker.

In you no shadow of turning we see;


You never fail and your love is unchanging;

As you have been you for ever will be. 


Great is your faithfulness. 
Great is your faithfulness  

Morning by morning new mercies we see; 
All we have needed your hand has provided; 
Great is your faithfulness, Lord God to me.  

Summer and winter, and springtime and harvest, 

Sun, moon and stars in their courses above. 


Join with all nature in unspoken witness

To your great faithfulness, mercy and love. 




Great is your faithfulness. 
Great is your faithfulness  

Morning by morning new mercies we see; 
All we have needed your hand has provided; 
Great is your faithfulness, Lord God to me. 

Pardon for sin and a peace that’s enduring, 

Your living presence to cheer and to guide, 


Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow - 

These are the blessings your love will provide. 


Great is your faithfulness. 
Great is your faithfulness  

Morning by morning new mercies we see; 
All we have needed your hand has provided; 
Great is your faithfulness, Lord God to me. 

Prayers over the offering  

Living Spirit, be companion to these gifts as we send them on, may they be a 
revelation of the goodness of God to all who receive them. 


Amen.

The Sending forth of the people of God  

Commissioning and Blessing  

We are God’s children, 

Forgiven, loved and blessed, 


Sent that we might be bearers of hope and joy in the world. 

May the love of God enfold you,  

The presence of Christ surprise you,  
And the breath of the Spirit give you joy.  

The peace of the Lord be with you.  
And also with you. 
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