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Todays Readings:  

Isaiah 9:2-7 Psalm 96 Titus 2:11-14 Luke 2:1-14, (15-20) 

The Gathering of the people of God 


As we gather on the land of the Gadigal people of the Eora Nation. We acknowledge that they are 
the traditional owners of this land. We give thanks to their elders and leaders, who are past, 

present and emerging. We commit ourselves to the work of justice and liberation. 


Call to Worship  

We rejoice,  
For the birth of Jesus  

Emmanuel, God with us,  
Our saviour and friend.  

Let us worship God,  
Divine love, present among us.  

Song/hymn: Joy to the World  
1 Joy to the world, the Lord is come!

Let earth receive its king;

let ev’ry heart prepare him room,

and heav’n and nature sing,

and heav’n and nature sing,

and heav’n, and heav’n and nature sing.


2 Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns!

Let all their songs employ

while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and 
plains,

repeat the sounding joy,

repeat the sounding joy,

repeat, repeat the sounding joy.


3 No more let sins and sorrows grow,

nor thorns infest the ground.

He comes to make his blessings flow

far as the curse is found,

far as the curse is found,

far as, far as the curse is found.


4 He rules the world with truth and grace,

and makes the nations prove

the glories of his righteousness,

and wonders of his love,

and wonders of his love,

and wonders, wonders of his love. 



Prayer of Thanksgiving and Confession 

God of new beginnings, 

We praise and worship you this day, 


For here we experience the fulness of your presence. 

For the Gift of new life in Christ 


We give you thanks 
For the promise that you will never leave us, 


We give you thanks.  
For your strengthening Spirit 


Who guides life, 

We give you thanks.  

For the joy of knowing you 

We give you thanks  

For all that you are,  
We offer our praise and adoration.  

Loving God we do offer our praise and adoration, 

And on this most holy of days, 


When the fullness of your creative - ness 

Was let loose in the world, 


We pause to reflect 


We offer back the times we left things undone or unsaid, 


We offer back the times that others have left things undone or unsaid in us. 


Take these moments, where we willingly or unwillingly have displayed something other than 
the love you have called us to. 


In your name we pray. 


Amen. 


Words of Assurance 

Jesus is the assurance of mercy. 

He declared, for all, that 


Our Sins are forgiven

Thanks be to God.  

Amen. 

The Liturgy of the Word 




Reading  

Luke 2:1-20  
2In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be 

registered. 2This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of 
Syria. 3All went to their own towns to be registered. 4Joseph also went from the town of 

Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was 
descended from the house and family of David. 5He went to be registered with Mary, to 
whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child.6While they were there, the time 

came for her to deliver her child. 7And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him 
in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 
8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by 

night. 9Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around 
them, and they were terrified.10But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am 
bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 11to you is born this day in the city of 

David a Saviour, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be a sign for you: you will find a 
child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” 13And suddenly there was with the 

angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 14“Glory to God in the 
highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favours!” 15


Reflection on the Word 

 Sermon of Stillness  



Prayers of intercession. 

God, Hear us as we open our hearts in prayer this day, 

We offer them in this space, both out loud and in the quiet of our hearts. 


…


In your name, 


Love have mercy, 


Amen…  


…


Amen. 

Song/hymn: You are Mine  

I will come to you in the silence 
I will lift you from all your fear 

You will hear My voice 
I claim you as My choice 

Be still, and know I am near 

I am hope for all who are hopeless 
I am eyes for all who long to see 

In the shadows of the night, 
I will be your light 

Come and rest in Me 

Do not be afraid, I am with you 
I have called you each by name 

Come and follow Me 
I will bring you home 

I love you and you are mine 

I am strength for all the despairing 
Healing for the ones who dwell in shame 

All the blind will see, the lame will all run free 
And all will know My name 

Do not be afraid, I am with you 
I have called you each by name 

Come and follow Me 
I will bring you home 

I love you and you are mine 

I am the Word that leads all to freedom 
I am the peace the world cannot give 

I will call your name, embracing all your pain 
Stand up, now, walk, and live 

Do not be afraid, I am with you 
I have called you each by name 

Come and follow Me 
I will bring you home 

I love you and you are mine 

Do not be afraid, I am with you 
I have called you each by name 

Come and follow Me 
I will bring you home 

I love you and you are mine 



The Sending forth of the people of God 

Notices 

Commissioning and Blessing  

Please stand as you are able.  

Christ was born amongst us

and bids us to go in his name:


to declare the goodness and justice of God,

the joy of salvation


and the promise of abundant life for all.


May the God of new beginnings

fill our lives with love.


May the call of Christ inspire our service.

May the presence, power and joy 


of the Holy Spirit be in our gatherings today.

To the glory of God. Amen.


In the name of Christ.  
Amen. 
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